Federal Parks & Recreation

Editor: James B. Coffin
Subscription Services: Celina Richardson

In this issue.

Wit e House supports Centennial .
OMB writes conservative GOP
senator and reaffirms backing
for big new spending program.
New offset possibilities . Page

GAO to study FS transfer to Dol.
Requested by House appropriators.
0ld idea whose time may have
come with big rec role .....
I s Senate omi bus bill inmnent?
Reid said ready to go to vote to
block ‘holds.’ Addition of Rim
of Valley rouses critics . Page

H 11 budgets top Hill priority.
House, Senate to begin talk of
reconciling. Natural resources
hike may not trickle down .. Page

Al'l CDCA nmay be added to NLCS.
If NLCS bill comes to Senate
floor, Feinstein will act .. Page

Dol proposes two new Wrld sites.
Would add Mount Vernon, Hawaii
monument to heritage list .. Page

Par ks advocat es oppose bi g ROM.
File lawsuits to stop giant
corridors close by parks . Page
USDA weighs in on farmbill.

Says it will accept bigger tab,

if Hill provides offsets . Page
M ni ng near Grand Canyon hit.
Grijalva, Napolitano mount
attacks on uranium mines . Page
Notes ...................... Page
Boxscore of Legislation Page

10

11

12

14

Vol une 26 Nunber 6, March 28, 2008

OWMB backs Cent enni al
in letter to Senator

program
Burr

The O fice of Managenent and Bud-
get (OWB) this nonth gave the
adm nistration’s Park Service Centennial
Chal | enge program a bi g endor senent.

OVB Director Jim Nussle wote Sen.
Ri chard Burr (R-N.C ), “The Adm nistra-
tion strongly supports the Centennial
Initiative, including nmandatory financ-
ing of the Federal match.” Burr is the
ranki ng Republican on the Senate subcom
mttee on National Parks. That panel is

expected to take up Centennial Chall enge
| egislation later this year.
O perhaps greatest inportance

Nussl e said the adninistration’s fisca
year 2009 budget offers the Senate En-
ergy Conmittee nunerous offsets to pro-
vide the $100 nmillion per year the ad-

m ni stration has requested from Con-
gress. “The offsets just within the
Energy and Natural Resources Conmmttee's
jurisdiction far exceed the | evel needed
to offset the Centennial Initiative's
mandat ory spending,” said Nussle in the
March 6 letter. He apparently was con-
firmng to a conservative Republican
senator that a conservative Republican

President really does support a new $2
billion spending initiative.
However, the administration’s

recommended of fsets have thus far net
with maj or objections fromone party or
the other. For instance, Senate Deno-
crats are dead set against oil and gas

| easing in northern Al aska and agai nst
the sale of public |ands, two sources of
new revenues under the commttees’ ju-
risdiction recommended in the

adm ni stration’s budget.

And ranki ng conmittee Republican
Pete Donenici (N.M) objects to such
proposal s as deducting state shares of
m neral royalties and repealing an en-
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ergy permt fee provision used to accel -
erate the processing of oil and gas
permts. Those recomendations are al so
included in the administration’s fisca
2009 budget request.

Meanwhi | e, Congressi onal propo-
nents of the ten-year, $2 billion Cen-
tenni al Chall enge continue to search for
ot her sources of revenue to offset the
federal contribution.

In addition to the energy sources
recommended by the administration a
broad coalition of interest groups is
wor ki ng wi th House and Senate | eaders to
identify new sources. Two are being
gi ven special attention.

One is a $50 nmillion allocation
fromprofits the Treasury Departnent
reaps fromthe inprinting of $1 coins.
It costs Treasury only 20 cents to print

and distribute the coins, |eaving 80
cents for the Treasury.

The other is a $10 mllion alloca-
tion fromthe sale of sem -postal
stanps. The National Park Hospitality

Associ ation wote Secretary of Interior
Di rk Kenpthorne March 14 pronoting the
stanp i dea.

“Literally tens of mllions of
postcards and other mailed itens are
linked to park visits each year,” the
associ ation said. *“Concessioners and
allies in gateway conmunities sell post-
age stanps to neet this demand, and we
are prepared to actively pronote the use
of the sem -postal stanp for this use.”

A bipartisan group of senators is
expected to introduce shortly a | ead
Senate Challenge bill that is supported
by a broad spectrum of interests narch-
ing as the National Park Centennial
Net wor k. Craig Qbey, vice president for
government affairs for the Nationa
Par ks Conservati on Association, is the
titular head of the network.

As soon as offsets are nail ed
down, Sen. Ken Sal azar (D-Colo.) is
expected to be the | ead sponsor of the
Senate bill. Senate Finance Conmittee
Chai rman Max Baucus (D-Mont.), Sen.
Susan Collins (R Me.) and Sen. Lanar

Al exander (R-Tenn.) are projected co-
sponsors.

The neasure is expected to foll ow
the lead of a draft bill that has been
circulating for several nonths in the
House Natural Resources Committee.
Based on a comittee Denobcratic bil
3094) and the recommendati ons of the
networ k, the neasure woul d:

(HR

- broadly define partnerships that
could participate in projects,

- set limts on how nuch noney
could be allocated to specific activi-
ties such as capital inprovenents,

- authorize nulti-park and na-
proj ects,

- encourage recreation use in
parks (within linmts),

- authorize use of Chall enge noney
for Iand acquisition,

- allow concessioners to serve as
partners, and

- insure that trails are eligible
for Chal |l enge noney.

tional

The Interior Departnent, House
Nat ural Resources Conmittee Denocrats
and House Natural Resources Committee
Republ i cans have identified a hal f-dozen
potential sources of revenues to pay the
$100 mllion per year Centennial Chal-
| enge tab. But those parties have not
been able to agree on which sources to
use. House committee chairman N ck Joe
Rahall (D-WVa.) is attenpting to put
t he recomendati ons toget her

The administration and interest
groups began last year with recomenda-
tions that would charge a fee for each
application for permt to drill on oi
and gas leases ($23 nmillion and up per
year); a two percent deduction on the
state share of oil and gas royalties
($41 mllion plus per year); and cancel -
| ation of an ultra-deepwater oil and gas
research program ($50 million per year.)

But Domeni ci and House Natura
Resources Comittee Republicans rebelled
and the hunt has been on since for new
sources of revenue. Sonme Republicans
have suggested revenues from sal vage
ti nber sal es and energy conservation by
federal agencies.
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OW' s Nussle said the adm nistra-
tion has two maj or demands: “First, the
Federal funding nmust be mandatory in
order to assure private donors that
their contributions will be matched.
Second, and equal ly inmportant, the Fed-
eral funding must only be nmade avail abl e
to match actual cash donations from
private sources.”

One nenber of the network of in-
terest groups supporting the Centennial
Chal l enge legislation interprets
Nussl e’ s position this way, “M/ persona
belief is the adm nistration wants at
| east a one-to-one allocation overal

but not a one-to-one allocation for each
project. That’s inportant because it
woul d allow small units that don’t have
friends groups to participate. O her-

wi se all the noney would go to the G and
Canyons and the Yell owstones.”

GAO to eval uate possi bl e nove
of Forest Service to Interior

At the request of House appropria-
tors, the Governnent Accountability
Ofice (GAO wll study this year the
advisability of transferring the Forest
Service to the Interior Departnent from
t he Department of Agriculture (USDA.)

The House Appropriations Conmittee
confirmed that Rep. Norman Di cks (D
Wash.) requested the study. Dicks
chairs the House subcommittee on Inte-
rior appropriations and oversees spend-
ing for both the Interior Departnment and
t he Forest Service.

Di cks has repeatedly conpl ai ned
about Bush admi ni stration budget re-
quests for the Forest Service. And he
is reportedly interested in seeing if
the Forest Service would fit in the
Interior Departnent.

The idea of noving the Forest
Service and EPA to the Interior Depart-
ment to establish a Departnent of Natu-
ral Resources has been around for de-
cades. But political resistance from
Forest Service clients has al ways
stopped the initiative cold.

Ti mes may have changed. The For-
est Service budget is increasingly dom -

nated by fire-fighting costs. And the
service no | onger oversees the harvest
of billions of board feet of tinber each

year, in effect a coormodity suitable in
USDA. The national forests are, how
ever, serving as an increasingly inpor-

tant host for recreation users around
the country. And the Interior Depart-
ment is a nore suitable place for the
managenent of recreation

But observers say that even if a
new admi ni stration and Congress are
inclined to nake the nove, the process

will require the expenditure of imense
political capital that could be spent
el sewhere, and take years to carry out.

Still, Forest Service Chief of
Staff Ti m DeCoster advised the agency
March 14, “The Forest Service has re-
ceived notice that the Governnment Ac-
countability Office will be conducting a
revi ew of options that m ght exist for
consolidating the Forest Service into
the Departnment of the Interior. This
review is at the request of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior,
Envi ronment and Rel ated Agencies. The
topi c was broached by Menbers of the
Conmittee during this year’s budget
hearings.”

DeCost er added, “Enpl oyees shoul d
be m ndful that a GAO review of this
nature is usually requested by a Comm t-
tee as a prelinnary information-gather-
ing activity, and does not indicate a
preference or likelihood of any subse-
quent action. This topic has been dis-
cussed nunerous tines over the years as
governnent | eaders ponder the nost effi-
cient organization for federal |and
managenent agenci es.”

The Bush administration in recent
years has requested significant de-
creases in Forest Service operations
spendi ng. For fiscal year 2009 it has
recommended an appropriation for the
Nati onal Forest System of $1.345 billion
that is $161 nmillion less than a fisca
2008 appropriation of $1.506 billion
For all fire fighting costs it has rec-
omended $545 nillion nore for nationa
forest fire programs in fiscal 2009 than
for the operation of the National Forest
System or an appropriation of $1.880
billion.
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For recreation in fiscal 2009 the
admi ni stration requested $237 million, a
substantial $25.6 nmllion decrease from
a fiscal 2008 appropriation of $262.6
mllion. For national forest trails the
admi nistration requested $50 nmillion, a
$26.3 mllion decrease froma fisca
2008 appropriation of $76.365 mllion

The National Association of Forest
Service Retirees recommended to the
Di cks subcommittee March 5 an $85 m | -
lion increase in National Forest System
spendi ng above the adm nistration re-
quest. That includes a $20 mllion
i ncrease for recreation over the adm n-
istration request. The retirees would
accept the administration recomendati on
for fire fighting.

Congress is well aware of the
Forest Service fire-fighting dilema.
Three key House Denocrats teaned up
March 6 to introduce legislation (HR
5541) that would establish a fund to pay
costs of fighting catastrophic fires.
Regul ar appropriations would continue to
pay for suppression of routine fires.

The new fund woul d be based on the
cost to fight catastrophic fires over
the previous five years. |n recent
years the Bush administration has re-
peatedly attenpted to decrease spending
for the Forest Service to offset in-
creased fire fighting costs. House

Nat ural Resources Conmittee Chairman
Ni ck Joe Rahall (D-WVa) is the |ead
sponsor. The other sponsors are Dicks

and Rep. Raul Gijalva, chairman of the

subconmi ttee on National Parks, Forests
and Public Lands.
Senate omi bus bill said

near; R mof Valley added

A far-reaching bill (S 2739) that
i ncl udes dozens of park and recreation
neasur es approved by both the House and
the Senate Energy Committee is inches
away fromthe Senate fl oor.

The nmeasure, at |east the fourth
such ommi bus bill the committee has
prepared, includes nore than 60 indi-
vidual bills the House has approved and
the Senate committee has approved.

Thus, if the Senate signs off on S 2739,
the nmeasure is virtually assured of
final passage, subject to sone |ast-
second tinkering.

Private property rights advocates
who have the ear of powerful western
senators are up in arns. They are par-
ticularly annoyed that committee | eaders
this nonth added to S 2739 a bill they
despi se that was not in previous omi bus
measures — legislation to authorize a
Rimof the Valley study in California.

Al t hough the commi ttee has not approved
the Rmof the Valley bill (S 1053) this
year, it has approved the neasure the

| ast three years

The Rmof the Valley bill would
aut horize a study of the possible addi-
tion of 500,000 acres to the Santa
Moni ca Mount ai ns National Recreation
Area (SMWNRA.) Critics such as the
Aneri can Land Rights Association (ALRA)
contend that the launch of a study al -
nost guarantees a positive reconmenda-
tion for additions by the Park Service
foll owed by Congressi onal approval of an
SMWNRA expansi on. And that coul d cost
billions of dollars, the critics main-
tain.

“I really hate these omi bus
bills,” said Chuck Cushnman, president of
ALRA and long-termcritic of Congres-
sional spending on SMWNRA. “There are
many desirabl e provisions in the omi bus
bill but there are a lot of undesirable
ones too. Congress ends up spending
nmoney that should be used for operation
and nai ntenance of existing parks.”

Al nost all comrittee |egislation
has been held up for nobst of a year by
“hol ds” placed by Sen. Tom Coburn (R-
kla.) He reportedly objects to any
| egislation that would cone with a price
tag and require additional spending.

But Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-Nev.) and Denocratic |eaders
have apparently decided to proceed with
S 2739 and attenpt to break Coburn’s
hol ds by summoni ng the needed 60 votes
for cloture. “The plan as | understand
it is for Sen. Reid to call the bill up
for a cloture vote to defeat the hold,”
said a coomittee staff menber. That
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coul d happen as early as next week.

Conmi ttee Republicans support the
omi bus bill but are trying to stay out
of the crossfire between Reid and
Coburn. “We're trying to avoid the
spray since a Republican senator is
responsi ble for the delay,” said a Re-
publican conmttee staff nenber. “But
we would Iike to see the package nove.”

After the Senate acts on S 2739,
it may take up a second package of com
nttee-passed neasures that the House
has NOT acted on. “W'’'re only doing
House- passed bills right now,” said the
majority staff nenmber. “The next pack-
age behind it contains things that we
have done but the House has not.” No
ti netabl e has been set for the second
bill but it could cone up in the next
nont h.

That coul d open the way for Senate
consideration in the second package of a
major bill (S 1139) to certify the 26
mllion-acre National Landscape Conser-
vation System (NLCS) nmanaged by the
Bureau of Land Managenment. The conmmit-
tee approved S 1139 May 23, 2007, but
the bill has not noved since. The House
Nat ural Resources Committee approved a
counterpart bill (HR 2016) March 12.
Because the full House hasn't approved
the NLCS bill, it may be a candi date for
t he next package. (See separate article
page 7.)

The Bush admi nistration generally
supports the Rimof the Valley |egisla-
tion. And Denocrats in the California
Congressi onal del egation, |ed by Sen
Di anne Feinstein and Rep. Adam Schiff,
solidly back it. The House approved
Schiff's bill Dec. 4, 2007, as part of
an omi bus House bill, HR 3998. The
Senate Energy Committee has schedul ed a
hearing for April 9 on the House-passed
bill.

SMWNRA is the | argest urban park
in the National Park Systemwi th 153, 750
acres within its boundaries. NPS says
the area provides recreational opportu-
nities for approxi mately 530,000 vi si -
tors annually. The study area extends
over 491,518 acres and incl udes consid-
erabl e private property.

Here are sone other bills included
in the Senate ommi bus neasur e:

* HERI TACE AREAS: The new omni bus
bill includes neasures dealing with a
nunber of national heritage areas
(NHAs.) S 2739 woul d designate a Jour-
ney Through Hal | owed Ground NHA in Penn-

syl vania, Maryland, Wst Virginia and
Virginia; an Abraham Lincoln NHA in
Illinois; and a Niagara Falls NHA in New
Yor k.

The House approved a nulti-faceted
nati onal heritage areas bill (HR 1483)
Cct. 25, 2007, that woul d designate six
new NHAs i ncl udi ng Journey Through Hal -
| owned G ound, Abraham Lincoln and
Ni agara Falls.

Li ke the House, S 2739 would in-
crease a spending ceiling on these nine
NHAs from $10 million to $15 nmillion
Nati onal Coal Heritage Area in West
Virginia, the Tennessee Civil War Heri -
tage Area, the Augusta Canal NHA in
Georgia, the Steel Industry Anmerican
Heritage Area in Pennsylvania, the Essex
NHA in Massachusetts, the South Carolina
Nati onal Heritage Corridor, Anerica's
Agricultural Heritage Partnership in
lowa, the Ohio & Erie Canal Nationa
Heritage Corridor in GChio, and the
Hudson River Valley NHA in New YorKk.

Not included in S 2739 are at
| east four NHAs that the Senate commt-
tee has approved but the House has not
acted on. They are candidates for the
next conmmttee package. They are a
Qui nebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley
Nati onal Heritage Corridor in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut; Sangre de Cristo
NHA in Col orado; South Park NHA in Col o-
rado; and Chattahoochee Trace Nationa
Heritage Corridor in Georgia and Al a-
bana.

Al'so not included in S 2739 are at
| east three NHA bills approved by the
House that woul d designate a Miscle
Shoal s NHA in Al abane; a Freedonis Wy
NHA in Massachusetts and New Hanpshire;
and a Santa Cruz Valley NHA in Arizona.

* TRAILS: S 2739 woul d designate a
Star Spangl ed Banner National Historic
Trail in Maryland, Virginia and the



Page 6

March 28, 2008

District of Colunmbia. The House ap-
proved its bill (HR 1388) July 23, 2007.

* RIVERS: S 2739 woul d desi gnate
the Eightnmle River in Connecticut as a
wild and scenic river. The House ap-
proved its bill (HR 986) July 31, 2007.

* M SCELLANEQUS: S 2739 i ncl udes

21 other bills dealing with the Park
Service, including boundary adjustnents,
studi es, designation of conmm ssions, and

| and conveyances. |n addition the bil
includes a Wld Sky wilderness bill for
nati onal forests in Washington, two | and
bills for the Bureau of Land Managenent,
14 water resources bills, two Departnent
of Energy bills and two territories
bills.

Hill
f or

budgets wl |l top agenda
Congress next week

When Congress returns to work next
week after a |ong Easter holiday, it
will attenpt to reconcile differences
bet ween House and Senate budgets (H Con
Res 312 and S Con Res 70.)

For park and rec purposes there is
little difference between the two. Both
recommend a maj or increase in natura
resources spending. And both contain a
provi sion that encourages Congress to
approve legislation this year to estab-
[ish a Centennial Challenge fund for the
nati onal parKks.

The House March 13 approved a $6
billion increase in budget authority for
natural resources (Function 300) in H
Con Res 312, increasing it from $32.6
billion in fiscal 2008 to $38.7 billion
in fiscal 2009. The Senate March 13
approved an even larger $7 billion in-
crease in S Con Res 70, junping from
$32.6 billion in fiscal 2008 to $39.7
billion in fiscal 2009

A Senate Budget Commttee staff
nmenber said nost of the increase would
be allocated to Hurricane Katrina recov-
ery projects. Thus, the increased bud-
get authority would likely not translate
into a big increase in park and rec
spending in appropriations bills.

The Senate did call on appropria-
tors to reject Bush adm nistration pro-
posal s for substantial spending reduc-
tions for federal |and nmanagenent agen-
cies, particularly the Forest Service.

As we have often reported, the
Bush admi ni stration has proposed huge
decreases for the National Forest System

to offset increased fire suppression
costs. But the Senate Budget Committee
said, “The Mark al so responds to con-

cerns that increasing fire suppression
costs are having a negative inpact on
funding levels for other discretionary
prograns at agencies such as the Forest
Service.”

Wi | e Congressional budgets fre-
quently call for increased spending for
speci fic programnms, authorizing and ap-
propriations conmttees still have to
provi de nmoney to pay for them Unless
t he budget establishes discrete funds —
and neither the House nor the Senate
woul d for park and rec prograns — the
aut hori zing and appropriations conmittee
must identify offsets, usually in the
form of deductions from other prograns.

Per haps the single npbst inportant
function of the Congressional budget is
to gui de spending by appropriators.
Once the House and Senate agree on a
budget, the House and Senate Appropria-
tions Commttees will translate fina
reconmmendati ons into spending caps for
i ndi vi dual appropriations bills.

Meanwhi | e, key Senate Appropria-
tions Committee nenmbers — Sens. Ted
Stevens (R-Al aska) and Di anne Feinstein
(D-Calif.) - said early this nmonth Con-
gress shoul d not bother to send noney
bills to President Bush this year be-
cause he would just veto them And
Congress would not be able to override
any vet oes.

What appropriators nay do instead
is extend fiscal 2008 spending | evels
tenmporarily into fiscal 2009 through a
continuing resolution and then revisit
appropriations bills after the election
O appropriators may wait until the
begi nni ng of cal endar 2009 to conpl ete
their bills when a new Congress and a
new President are in place.
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O, and this is beconi ng increas-
ingly likely, Congress nay sinply extend
fiscal year 2008 spending |evels
t hr oughout fiscal 2009. For nobst pro-
grans that would provide a net gain
conpared to an adm nistration request,
except for Park Service operations.

That is, the fiscal 2008 NPS op-
erations appropriation was $1.971 bhil -
[ion but the fiscal 2009 admi nistration
request is nmuch higher, $2.132 billion

Most ot her prograns woul d gain,
vis-a-vis the adninistration request.
For exanple the state side of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund woul d re-
ceive $24.6 mllion, conpared to a re-
guest of zero. Simlarly Forest Service
recreation woul d be extended at $262.6
mllion, or $25.6 nmillion nore than the
admi ni stration request of $237 million

NPS CENTENNI AL CHALLENGE: The
House reconmended t hat Congress enact a
nmul ti-year Park Service Centennial Chal-
| enge program but it would require
aut horizing comittees to cone up with
new revenues to pay for it. The House
Nat ural Resources Conmittee is attenpt-
ing to wite a $2 billion challenge bil
(HR 3084) but is having difficulty find-
i ng needed revenues to offset the costs.
(See separate article page one.)

EARMARKS: The Senate rejected by a
substantial 29-to-71 margin a proposa
to forbid earmarks in fiscal year 2009
proposed by Sen. JimDeMnt (R S.C)

California Desert may be
added to NLCS on Senate fl oor

I f and when the Senate takes up a
bill to certify the 26 mllion-acre
Nat i onal Landscape Conservation System
(NLCS), Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)
will be ready with an anendnent to ex-
pand the systemto 32 million acres.

Feinstein intends to add the en-
tire California Desert Conservation Area
(CDCA) to the bill and nake it a unit of
the NLCS. Sone four mllion acres of
the CDCA are in the bill but Feinstein
woul d add another six mllion acres.

“She wants to nake it crysta

clear with no anbiguity whatever that
these | ands shoul d be part of the Na-
tional Landscape Conservation System” a

Fei nstei n spokesman told FPr. “Wenever
the bill conmes to the floor she will be
willing to offer the amendnent.”

The staff nmenmber is optimstic the
Senate will accept the anmendnent.
“We’re working with (Senate Energy Com
mttee Chairman Jeff) Bingaman (D-N M)
and (Sen. Barbara) Boxer (D-Calif.) on
the anendnent,” he said. “This is en-
tirely a California issue.”

The Senate Energy Committee ap-
proved the NLCS bill (S 1139) on My 23,
2007. Like all commttee bills it has
been subject to a “hold” by an unidenti -
fied Republican senator, assuned to be
Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Ckla.)

To get around the hold the conmt-
tee has put together an omibus bill (S
2739) composed of nobst of the
committee’s passed bills. However,
conmittee | eaders have not added S 1139
to it because the House has yet to act.

The NLCS neasure becane controver-
sial when the House Natural Resources
Conmittee took up a counterpart bill (HR
2016) March 12. Although the committee
approved the bill by a 24-to-13 vote,
committee Republicans |ed by Rep. Rob
Bi shop (R-Utah) put up a fight. They
argued that HR 2016 goes far beyond a
simple confirmation of the NLCS system
that was created by adnmnistrative fiat.
They said the bill could lead to re-
strictions on the managenent of NLCS
akin to restrictions on uses in nationa
par ks.

But the chief sponsor of the House
bill, Rep. Rall Gijalva (D-N.M), said
the bill does not threaten BLM | ands
with NPS-style limtations. Private
property rights advocates agree with
Bi shop that the legislation could inpose
new restrictions on |and uses.

The earlier California Desert
Conservation Area was not included in S
1139 and HR 2016 because it didn't cone
under the definition of a “national”
system such as a nmonunent or a wilder-
ness study area.
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However, units of the CDCA that Vernon in Virginia are two significant

make up about 3.7 nmillion acres of the Anmerican sites with globa

11 million-acre area — the King Range i mplications,” she said. “They deserve

Nati onal Conservation Area, the Headwa- consi deration for the internationa

Reserve and the Santa Rosa
Mbonu-

ters Forest
and San Jaci nto Muntai ns Nati ona

ment - are included in the NLCS bill.
BLM of ficials and BLM supporters
tell us off the record that a nmjor

notivation for the NLCS legislation is
to ward off any attenpt by NPS support-
ers to add prize BLMsites to the Na-
tional Park System Congressional des-
i gnation of an NLCS systemin BLM woul d
reduce such a possibility, the theory
goes.

In June 2000 the Interior Depart-
ment under then Secretary of Interior
Bruce Babbitt established the 26 m -
[ion-acre NLCS in BLMto protect special
areas. The NLCS consists of mmjor con-
servation areas in 12 western states,

i ncluding 15 national nonunents, 13
nati onal conservation areas, a Steens
Mount ai n managenent area in Oregon, a
Headwat ers Forest Reserve in northern
California, 36 wild and scenic rivers,
148 wi |l derness areas, 4,264 mles of
national trails, and nore than 600 wl -
derness study areas.

Dol
Mount Ver non,

ponders Worl d honors for
Hawai i nonunent

The Interior Departnent said | ast
week it was considering the nomination
of Mount Vernon in Virginia and
Papahanaunmokuakea Marine National Monu-
nment in Hawaii to a Wirld Heritage List
of significant cultural and natura
treasures.

The departnent will now take pub-
[ic comment until April 3 on the two
sites that were chosen froma |ist of
14. The departnent said it will nmake a
final decision on whether to submit
nom nati ons by Septenber 20 after re-
ceiving formal applications on behal f of
Mount Vernon and Papahanaunokuakea.

NPS Di rector Mary Bomar touted the
qualifications of the two sites.
“Papahanaunokuakea Marine Nationa
nment in northwest Hawaii and Mount

Monu-

recognition that cones wth being naned
to the World Heritage List.”

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is not taking an active
role in pronoting the selection of rec-
omrended sites, said a spokesman. How
ever, “We strongly support adding these
two sites to the UNESCO Wrl d Heritage
Li st,” he said.

NPS set this schedule: Public
comments by April 3. Final nonnations
submitted by the sites to NPS by July 1.
NPS conpl etes review and subnmits to
Worl d Heritage Centre by Septenber 30.
The centre returns the coments in tine
to allow the Departnent of Interior to
make a final subnmittal to the centre by
Jan. 30, 2009. The world centre nakes a
final decision sonetine in 2010

The World Heritage Conmmittee is
made up of representatives of 21 na-
tions. There are 851 sites now on the
list.

The 20 World Heritage Sites in the
United States include nany icon nationa
par ks such as Evergl ades, G and Canyon
Yel | owst one and Yosenite. NPS nmanages
17 of the sites.

The 14 new nominated United States
list includes nine cultural sites: 1.
Cvil R ghts Mwvenent Sites, Birnm ngham
and Mont gonery, Al abanme; 2. Dayton Avia-
tion Sites, Ohio; 3. Hopewell Cerenonial
Eart hworks in Ohio; 4. Munt Vernon; 5.
Thonmas Jefferson buildings in Virginia,;
6. Poverty Point National Mpnunment and
State Historic Site in Louisiana; 7. San
Antoni o Franci scan M ssions in Texas; 8.
Serpent Mound in Chio; and 9. Frank
Ll oyd Wight buildings in Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Illinois, New York, Oklahons,
Pennsyl vani a, and W sconsi n.

The natural sites include: 10.
Fagatel e Bay National Marine Sanctuary
in Anerican Sanmpa; 11. Okef enokee Na-
tional WIldlife Refuge in Georgia; 12
Petrified Forest National Park in Ari-
zona; and 13. Wite Sands National Mnu-



March 28, 2008

Page 9

ment in New Mexico. Papahanaunokuakea
is considered a m xed natural and cul -
tural site.

VWhen President Bush designated a
Papahanaunmokuakea Marine National Monu-
ment in 2006 it was considered by nany
conservationi sts the high environnental
mark of his presidency. The nmonunent
protects a 1,200-mile-long string of
i sl ands and adj acent waters. It is
jointly managed by the National Cceano-
graphi ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration
the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service, and
the State of Hawaii .

Mount Vernon of course was Ceorge
Washi ngton’s | ong-time home.

Comment by April 3 to: Jonathan
Putnam, Office of International Affairs,
National Park Service, 1201 Eye Street,
N.W., (0050) Washington, D.C. 20005 or
E-mail to: jonathan putnam@nps.gov.

Lawsuits fly as park backers
try to block energy ROMN

Envi ronnental groups are floodi ng
the courts with lawsuits protesting the
designation of two huge electrica
transm ssion corridors by the Departnent
of Energy (DoE.)

The lawsuits nmaintain that DoE
failed to adequately consult the public
and to adequately eval uate environnental
i npacts before identifying the corridors
—one in Md-Atlantic states and one in
t he Sout hwest.

The desi gnati ons coul d hel p energy
conpani es |l ocate electrical transm ssion
rights-of-way (ROM) within the corri-
dors by granting the Federal Energy
Regul at ory Conmi ssion authority to over-
ride state and | ocal objections and by
provi di ng conpani es with em nent domain
powers.

In the nost recent |awsuit three
envi ronnental groups including The WI -
derness Society asked the Ninth U S.
Circuit Court of Appeals to nake DoE
consult with the public and prepare
envi ronnental docunentation. O her
| awsuits al so asserted that DoE failed

to consult with the Fish and Wldlife
Service as required by the Endangered
Speci es Act.

The W/ derness Society |lawsuit was
filed agai nst the DoE designation of the
sout hwest corridor that traverses seven
counties in southern California and
three counties in western Arizona.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 (PL
109-58 of Aug. 8, 2005) directed DoE to
“desi gnate any geographi c area experi -
encing electric energy transm ssion
capacity constraints or congestion that
adversely affects consumers as a na-
tional interest electric transn ssion
corridor.”

Based on that direction DoE on
Cct. 5, 2007, designated the sout hwest -
ern corridor and the eastern corridor.
The eastern corridor goes through parts
of Delaware, the District of Colunbia,
Maryl and, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
Pennsyl vania, Virginia and West Vir-
gi ni a.

The designations i mediately cre-
ated a furor. Rep. Maurice Hi nchey (D
N.Y.) and eastern col |l eagues have asked
Congress to invalidate the eastern cor-
ridor designation, but Congress has thus
far refused. Hinchey said the eastern

corridor would endanger the Upper Del a-
war e Sceni c and Recreational River,

Anti etam Nati onal Battlefield and
Gettysburg National Mlitary Park, anpbng

ot her sites.

Envi ronnmental i sts said the south-
western corridor woul d endanger four
national park units, 12 wildlife refuges
and dozens of other conservation areas.
Anong the threatened areas are Joshua
Tree National Park in California and
Kofa National WIldlife Refuge in Ari-
zona.

After environnental groups peti-
tioned for reconsideration earlier this
year DoE said no on March 6. At |east
three lawsuits have been filed agai nst
DoE' s initial decision of Cct. 5, 2007
and its March 6 refusal to reconsider.

One major lawsuit was filed
agai nst the eastern corridor on January
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10 by 11 environnmental groups, including
t he National Parks Conservation Associ a-
tion and the Gvil War Preservation
Trust. That suit asked the U. S. Dis-
trict Court in the Mddle District of
Pennsyl vania to order DoE to prepare an
ElIS and to consult with FW5 on inpacts
to endangered speci es under Section 7 of
t he Endangered Species Act. Section 7
of the act requires such consultation

Bryan Faehner of the Nationa
Par ks Conservation Association said at
the tine, “The National Park Service is
nmandated to ‘conserve the scenery’ of
our national parks —addi ng new power
lines near or through national park
sites could severely conprom se our
nati onal heritage. It is sinply inap-
propriate for energy corridors to be
built within the geographic boundaries

of, or even within view of nationa
parks, such as Gettysburg.”
Anot her najor lawsuit was filed

agai nst the sout hwestern corridor on
January 10 by the Center for Biologica
Diversity. It too argued that DoE
shoul d prepare an EIS.

“The Energy Departnent cannot turn
southern California and western Arizona
into an energy farmfor Los Angel es and
San Di ego without taking a hard | ook at
t he environnental inpacts of doing so,”
said Any Atwood, staff attorney with the
Center for Biological Diversity. “The
Sout hwest Energy Corridor will have far-
reachi ng environmental inpacts that nust
be consi dered before noving forward.”

Finally, after
peal s to reconsider
The W/ derness Society, the Natural
Resour ces Defense Council and the Cali-
fornia Wl derness Coalition filed suit
inthe Ninth Crcuit, known as a
“friendly” court for environnentalists.
The plaintiffs said DoE shoul d prepare
an El S

DoE rejected ap-
its designations,

Added Nada Cul ver, senior counse
for The W1 derness Society, “The Depart -
nment of Energy al so ignored Congress’s
intent by failing to conply with the
Energy Policy Act’s nandates to fully
consi der public coments and alterna-
tives in designating these corridors.

As a result, large swaths of |ands, not
corridors, are prime targets for devel -
opment and DoE' s actions will enable
project to go forward even over the

obj ections of state and federal agen-
cies, as well as private citizens.”

Adm ni stration weighs in on
farmbill spending tal ks

Wien the House and Senate return
to work next week they will have unti
April 18 to conplete a multi-year farm
bill that nmeets the demands of the Bush
adm nistration. The three parties are
close to an agreenent, but still are not
quite ready to close the deal

The di sagreenent as al ways is over
nmoney. House and Senate Agriculture
Conmittee | eaders have agreed to about
$10 billion in new fundi ng spread over
five years. The adnmnistration is
sticking with a $6 billion hike, unless
Congress can cone up with offsets short
of new taxes.

That is not as hard-line as it
sounds because Secretary of Agriculture
Ed Schafer told the press March 18 the
adm ni stration has reconmended of fsets
to reach the $10 billion figure. “W’ ve
provi ded Congress with various spending
reductions that could easily offset as
much as $10 billion in additional spend-
ing on this bill,” said Schafer

But, he added, “Unfortunately, the
farmbills that passed the House and the
Senate | ast year failed to address the
i ssues of reformand instead raised
taxes on the Anerican people.”

Sportsnmen have until now endorsed
the $10 billion increase. They fear
that any reduction will reduce conserva-
tion spending disproportionately because
their prograns are far snaller than base
farm prograns that support the price of
crops.

Schafer said a series of exten-
sions Congress has approved since a 2002
farmbill expired on Sept. 30, 2007
fail to provide the public with a stable
farmpolicy. |If Congress fails to act
real soon, he said, President Bush “wl|
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ask Congress to extend the current |aw
for at |east one year.”
To review the Congressional nego-

tiations on conservation progranms, in
February House Agriculture Conmittee
Chairman Collin Peterson (D-Mnn.) and
ranki ng Republican Bob Goodlatte (Va.)
made an openi ng conpromi se offer to
Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman
Tom Har ki ns (D-1owa) and ranki ng Senate
Agriculture Committee Republican Saxby
Chanbliss (G.)

The House | eaders proposed to
split the difference between the anount
of new noney the House originally ap-
proved, $12 billion, and the anmount of
nmoney in the last farmbill that sets
the base. So they recommended $6 bil -
[ion in new noney. The idea was to
reach agreement with the Bush adm nis-
tration.

Har ki ns and the House nenbers then
began i nformal di scussions on the
Pet er son- Goodl atte proposal, wth
Harkins sticking with $10 billion. The
adm nistration said fine as long as
Congress canme up with suitable offsets.

Maj or substantive concerns for
sportsnen are caps in the 2002 farm |l aw
on acreage that farmers are paid to set
asi de for conservation, such as a G ass-
| ands Reserves Program a Wetlands Re-
serve Program and a Conservati on Reserve
Program Those prograns have either
reached acreage caps or are approaching
the caps. Wthout a farmbill and infu-
sions of new noney little additional
acreage could be set aside.

A Pet erson- Goodl atte proposal
woul d all ow for increases in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program beginning Cct. 1
2009, and woul d add 200, 000 acres per
year to the Wetl ands Reserve Program

The version of HR 2419 approved by
the Senate Dec. 14, 2007, included basic
conservation progranms such as a conser-
vation reserve program a wldlife habi-
tat inprovenent program a wetlands
reserve program a grasslands reserve
program and an environnental quality
incentives program It also included a
new programto encourage private |and-

owners to open their property to hunters
and fishernen.

The House approved its version of
HR 2419 July 27, 2007. It also included
nmost of the conservation prograns advo-
cated by hunters and fishernen, the
private | andowner program anong them

The Peterson-Goodl atte franework
does not nention the program but that
is a detail that still would have to be
wor ked out in conference.

The Congressi onal Research Service
has prepared an ei ght-page summary of
all conservation progranms in the House
and Senate bills conpared to the 2002
law. Go to: http://www.ncseonline.org/
NLE/CRSreports/07Dec/RL34178.pdf.

M ni ng near Grand Canyon
opposed by Arizona Dens

Rep. Raul M Gijalva (D-Ariz.)
was schedul ed to hold a hearing today
(March 28) on a new bill (HR 5583) to
withdraw one million acres near G and
Canyon National Park from hard rock
m ni ng.

Gijalva said he is concerned
about the inpact of uranium nning pro-
posal s on the park

Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano (D)
added her concerns earlier this nonth
when she asked Secretary of Interior
Dirk Kenpthorne to (1) withdraw addi -
tional lands in the area fromthe stak-
ing of mning clains and (2) prepare an
ElI S on the overall inpact of uranium
m ni ng around the park.

“I't is inperative that we fully
understand inpacts to the Iand and water
in the Canyon regi on before noving for-
ward with mining and mllsite activi-
ties,” Napolitano wote Kenpthorne March
6. “Should the analysis determne a
negative inpact to the Canyon, you
shoul d exercise your authority to wth-
draw the lands from m neral entry for
twenty years.”

In recent years the demand for
urani um has caused an expl osion in ura-
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ni um m ni ng clains on public |ands.

Even t hough uraniumis used for
energy the federal governnent does not
make it available to m ning conmpanies
t hrough usual energy |easing procedures,
as it does for oil, gas, coal and geo-
thermal. Instead mning conpani es ob-
tain 40-acre mining clains, as they do
for gold, silver and other netals under
the 1872 M ning Law. Thus urani um nin-
ers pay no royalty to the governnent.

At a March 12 hearing of the Sen-
ate Energy Committee on possible revi-
sions to the 1872 M ning Law, chairnman
Jeff Bingaman (D-N. M) inquired about
t he advisability of |easing uranium and
requiring a royalty.

Said Fletcher T. Newton, executive
vice president for corporate & strategic
affairs for Uranium One, Inc., “The
potential impacts from urani um nining on
federal |ands are substantially simlar
to those fromother hard rock mining and
t he existing regulatory schene ad-
equately protects federal |ands from al
types of hard rock mning.”

The Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM said that uraniumclainms nake up
an increasingly |large percentage of al
hard rock clainms. Said BLM Deputy Di -
rector Henry Bisson, “Although the spe-
cific mnerals are not identified at the
tinme of claimlocation, we estimate that
approxi mately 40-50 percent of the

92,000 new mining clainms in fiscal rear
2007 were for uranium’”
Napol i tano tol d Kenpthorne, “Ac-

cording to a report by the Environnental
Wor ki ng Group, 2,215 new mining clainms
have been filed within 10 miles of G and
Canyon National Park since 2003 and that
805 of those clains are within 5 mles
of the Grand Canyon National Park.”

The Grand Canyon Trust supports
Grijalva and Napolitano. “W believe
that the current urani um boom poses one
of the greatest potential threats to
Grand Canyon National Park in decades,”
said David Gowdey of the trust. “Ura-
ni um devel opment at the borders of the
park threatens to contani nate park wa-
ters with radi oactive waste, pose pub-

lic-health problens for |local residents
and downstream conmuni ti es dependent
upon Col orado River water, and di srupt
the park’s uni que ecosystens.”

Gijalva chairs the House subcom
mttee on National Parks, Forests, and
Public Lands. The House subcommittee on
Energy and M neral Resources has commit-
ted to cohost the hearing.

Not es

Congress due back. After a fort-
ni ght recess for the Easter holiday
Congress is scheduled to resume work
next week. At the top of its agenda is
compl etion of a final Congressiona
budget. The House and Senate nust nego-
tiated details between a House-passed
version (H Con Res 312) and a Senate-
passed version (S Con Res 70.) Also
iminent is Senate action on a conpre-
hensive bill that includes 60 individua
bills approved by the Senate Energy
Conmittee, many of them dealing with
nati onal parks and recreation. Finally,
t he House Natural Resources Committee
and Senate Energy Conmittee are expected
to begin witing |l egislation to estab-

lish a $2 billion NPS Centennial Chal-
| enge | aw.
FS roadl ess panel to neet. The

Forest Service announced March 14 that
its Roadl ess Area Conservation Nati onal
Advi sory Conmittee will neet next Apri

1 and 2 in Washington, D.C. The citi-
zens conmmittee will consider a petition
by the State of Idaho for a custom zed
rule that would allow nore activities in
roadl ess areas than a current Cinton
adm nistration rule. The 2001 dinton
rule bars npbst road construction on 58.5
mllion acres of national forest.

Multi-state wilderness bill set.
Fi ve key House Denocrats introduced a
multi-state wilderness bill (HR 5610)
March 13, counting on the conbi ned power
of the sponsors to nuscle the bil
t hrough Congress this year. HR 5610
ef fectively assenbles in one place six
separate wilderness bills totaling
roughly 480,000 acres. The bill would
affect land in Arizona, California, New
Mexi co, Oregon and West Virginia. The
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| and i s managed by the Forest Service,

t he Bureau of Land Managenent and NPS.
A Tumacacori provision (separately HR
3287) woul d designate 83,300 acres in
Arizona. A Riverside County provision
(separately HR 3682, S 2109) woul d des-
i gnate 200,000 acres in California. A
Sequoi a National Park provision (sepa-
rately HR 3022, S 1774) woul d designate
115,000 acres in the park in California.
A Sabi noso provision (separately HR
2632) woul d designate 20,000 acres in
New Mexi co. A Copper-Sal mon wi | der ness
provi sion (separately HR 3513, S 2034)
woul d designate 14,000 acres in O egon
And a Monongahel a provi sion (separately
HR 5151, S 2581) woul d designate 47, 000
acres in West Virginia. House Natural
Resources Conmittee Chairman N ck Joe
Rahall (D-WVa.) is the | ead sponsor of
the nulti-state wilderness bill. House
subconmi ttee on National Parks Forest
and Public Lands Chairman Raul Gijalva
(D-Ariz.) is a cosponsor. Sponsors of
the individual bills are all Denocrats
except for Rep. Mary Bono Mack (R-Ca-
[if.), who sponsored the Riverside
County House bill.

Vall ey Forge resort threat cited.
The Coalition of National Park Service
Retirees is asking the Park Service to
speak out against the construction of a
resort on 78 acres within the Valley
Forge National Historical Park. The
coalition said the superintendent of the
park has criticized the project, but NPS
and Interior Department |eaders have not
followed suit. The coalition said the
proponent of the resort, Anerican Revo-
[ution Center, has exerted "intense
political pressure.” The president of
the American Revol ution Center, Thomas
M Daly, describes the proposed facility
as a nuseum cum conference center. “It
is appropriate that this land, in this
| ocation, is the foundation for building
the nation’s first nuseum comrenorati ng
the birth of our nation through the
Ameri can Revolution,” Daly said on ac-

quiring the 78 acres |last year. But the
Executive Council Chair of the retiree
coalition, Bill Wade, said, “This pro-
posal by ARC is nothing short of a *hos-

tile takeover bid designed to create a
new, private entrance to the park, lure
visitors to the devel opnent in order to
present ARC s version of the history of

the area and collect the revenue from
their visitors.” The center’s Board of
Schol ars includes such |um naries as

hi storian David MCul | ough as foundi ng
chairman. The Park Service retirees
coalition says the Anmerican Revol ution

Center will include a hotel, tavern and
restaurant. The project was approved
Sept. 6, 2007, by the Lower Providence

Townshi p Board of Supervisors by a 3-to-
2 vote.

Virginia Power plant threat cited.
The National Parks Conservation Associ a-
tion (NPCA) is opposing a proposed coal -
burni ng power plant on the west side of
Vi rginia because it could increase pol -
lution over the Great Snoky Muntai ns
National Park in Tennessee and North
Carolina and the Blue R dge Parkway in
Virginia and North Carolina. NPCA wote
the permitting authority - the Virginia
Department of Environnental Quality - to
compl ain that the plant does not include
state-of-the-art pollution contro
equi prent.  Dom ni on Power has proposed
the project.

Gettysburg advocate given award.
NPCA March 20 presented its prized
Marjory Stonenman Douglas Award to the
worman who headed a canpaign to block the
construction of a ganbling casino near
Gettysburg National Mlitary Park. Su-
san Star Paddock chaired No Casino
Gettysburg and hel ped persuade the Penn-
syl vania Gami ng Control Board in Decem
ber 2006 to reject a casino near
Gettysburg. NPCA Paddock for using her
own tine and her own noney to contest
t he casi no.

NPCA to honor Rep. Rahall. NPCA
will present its highest award April 16
to House Natural Resources Conmittee
Chai rman Nick Joe Rahall (D WVa.)
WIlliam Penn Mtt, Jr. award will be
presented at an annual Salute to the
Parks Gal a hosted by NPCA and underwit-
ten by Xanterra Parks & Resorts. Rahal
is the | ead sponsor of |egislation that
woul d make $2 billion available to the
Nat i onal Parks System over the next
decade in anticipation of the systenms
100t" anni versary. At the gala NPCA will
al so present Edward Gsborne (E.QO) WI -
son with its Robin W Wnks Award for
Enhanci ng Public Understandi ng of Na-
tional Parks.

The
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Boxscore of Legislation

LEGQ SLATI ON STATUS
Appropriations 2009
No bills yet Presi dent Bush subnmitted his

budget recommendations Feb. 4.
Congr essi onal Budget 2009

H Con Res 312 (Spratt)
S Con Res 70 (Conrad)

House approved March 13.
Senat e approved March 13.

Appropriations 2008 (Interior)
HR 2643 (D cks) Presi dent Bush signed into | aw
Dec. 26 as PL 110-161

Appropriations 2008 (Energy & Water)
HR 2641 (Vi scl osky) Presi dent Bush signed into | aw
Dec. 26 as PL 110-161

Appropriations 2008 (Transportation)
HR 3074 (Q ver) Presi dent Bush signed into | aw
Dec. 26 as PL 110-161

NPS Cent enni al
S 1253 (Bi nganan)
HR 2959 (Rod Bishop)
HR 3994 (Rahall)

Chal | enge
House and Senate hearings
Aug. 2, 2007.

NPS tax assi stance

HR 1731 (Baird) Baird introduced March 28, 2007.

FLREA repeal

S 2438 (Baucus) Baucus i ntroduced Decenber 10.

Heritage areas national
S 278 (Thomas)
HR 1483 (Regul a)

Senate conmittee approved
July 25, 2007. House approved
Cet. 25, 2007.

Farm bi I |
HR 2419 (Peterson) Senat e approved Dec. 14, 2007.

House approved July 27, 2007.

Conservation tax credits
S 469 (Baucus)
HR 1576 ( Thonpson)

Senate conmittee approved
Sept. 20, 2007. Thonpson
i ntroduced March 19, 2007.

Wldlife conservation grants
HR 3221 (Pel osi) House approved August 4, 2007.
HR 2338 (Dicks) Di cks i ntroduced May 16, 2007.

Anerican Discovery Trail/National Discovery Trails

HR 74 (Bartlett) Bartlett introduced Jan. 4, 2007.
Trail acquisition authority
S 169 (Al ard) Allard introduced Jan. 4, 2007.

HR 1847 (M Udal I') Udal | i ntroduced March 29, 2007.
Trai|l expansion authority
S 580 (Hatch) Senate conmittee approved

June 26, 2007.

Arizona trail
S 1304 McCain
HR 2297 (G ffords)

Senate hearing Sept. 11, 2007.

G ffords introduced May 14, 2007.

COVIVENT

Presi dent woul d decrease spending for
nost park and rec prograns, except NPS.

Woul d increase natural resources spending
but nostly for Hurricane Katrina.

I ncreases park and rec spending across-
the-board, despite veto threat.

I ncreases Corp of Engineers and
Bur eau of Recl amation spending.

Provides full
rec prograns,
SAFGTEA- LU.

funding for park are
as called for by

S 1253 and HR 2959 woul d establish
$2 billion programto help the parks.
Rahal | woul d i npose new DO fees.

Woul d aut hori ze NPS inprovenent fund
financed by incone tax check-off.

Woul d repeal nost of 2004 federal
agency recreation fee | aw

Woul d establish national standards
for new NHA designations. HR 1483
Woul d designate six new NHAs.

Woul d aut hori ze nmaj or conservation
prograns for five years, including
new Qpen Fi el ds program

Woul d make semi - per manent conservation
tax credits Congress approved | ast year.

Bot h woul d nake grant program permanent,
open way for new source(s) of noney.

Woul d designate an Anerican Di scovery
Trail and discovery trail system

Woul d aut hori ze | and acqui sition
authority for nine national trails.

Woul d aut horize route variations for
four national historic trails.

Wul d designate 807-mile trail from

bottomto top of Arizona.



